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he had occasion to suffer much, both from his own
Illness, from which he had not entirely recovered,
and from the very severe and unfavorable weather.

On at last arriving at the village, he was received
as an angel from Heaven. After he had assembled
at various times the Chiefs of the nation, with all the
old men, that he might sow in their minds the first
seeds of the gospel, and after having given Instruc-
tion in the Cabins, which were always filled with a
great crowd of people, he resolved to address all in
public, in a general assembly which he called
together in the open Air, the Cabins being too small
to contain all the people. It was a beautiful prairie,
close to a village, which was Selected for the great
Council; this was adorned, after the fashion of the
country, by Covering it with mats and bearskins.
Then the father, having directed them to stretch out
upon Lines several pieces of chinese taffeta, attached
to these four large Pictures of the blessed Virgin,
which were visible on all Sides. The audience was
Composed of 500 chiefs and elders, seated in a circle
around the father, and of all the Young men, who
remained standing. They numbered more than 1,500
men, without counting the women and children, who
are always numerous,— the village being Composed
of 5 or 600 fires. The father addressed the whole
body of people, and conveyed to them 10 messages,
by means of ten presents which he gave them. He
explained to them the principal mysteries of our
Religion, and the purpose that had brought him to
their country. Above all, he preached to them Jesus
Christ, on the very eve (of that great day) on which
he had died upon the Cross for them, as well as for
all the rest of mankind; then he said holy mass. On



